Personality alterations in multi-infarct dementia.
Multi-infarct dementia (MID) produces changes in intellectual function and in overt behavior, but alterations in demeanor have received little systematic investigation. In this study, an assessment of personality change occurring after the onset of the dementia was performed using an inventory completed by the subjects' spouses. Personality alterations in MID were compared to those occurring in a group of healthy elderly individuals. Twelve of the 18 inventory items changed more in the MID patients than in normal control subjects. Personality changes are a consistent part of the clinical syndrome of MID and occur early in the course of the disease.